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3606 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113

tel: 216.961.0003   e-mail: irtf@igc.org
	via fax  011 504 220 4479

Dr. Oscar Alvarez

Ministro de Seguridad Pública, HONDURAS
	via fax: 011 504 221 5666

Dr. Ramon Ovidio Navarro Duarte

Fiscal General de la República

	via fax 011 504 232 6894

Ramon Custodio López

Comisionado Nacional de los Derechos Humanos 


June 3, 2004

Dear Sirs:

Scientists have stated that the secret catastrophic mud slides in Haiti and the Dominican Republic were the results of deforestation in the area. Untold thousands of people paid with their lives for the misbegotten government policies that not only allowed but encouraged such disastrous conditions to exist.

The people of Intibucá Department in your country deserve a better fate.  Because they campaign against illegal logging in environmentally protected areas and local government corruption, the leaders of grassroots human rights and environmental organizations have suffered death threats, various acts of harassment and intimidation and have even been fired upon.

On May 27, four men fired into the home of José Idalecio Murillo, a leader of the Regional Coordination of Popular Resistance (CRRP). The attack was reported to the Office of the Attorney General and to the General Directorate of Criminal Investigations (DGIC). The DGIC claimed that spent cartridges submitted by the family were not valid as evidence. Witnesses, originally willing to identify the four men, later said they could only recognize the vehicle the men drove.

The Civic Council of Indigenous and Popular Organizations (COPINH) is an important part of the CRRP and it, too, has been subjected to threats and intimidation because of activities against illegal logging. On May 19, COPINH members confiscated timber being transported from Intibucá to La Paz.  On May 20, a man walked into the COPINH office and threatened three members: "What gives you the right to steal my timber?"  On May 21, the CRRP signed agreements with the authorities in Intibucá and the national government to implement a 40-day ban on logging in Intibucá.  On May 28, a 9 mm cartridge was found in the doorway of COPINH offices.

It is clear these people need protection. We urge the government to:

· Assure their safety according to their own wishes;

· Initiate an immediate and impartial investigation into the attack on the Jose Idalecio Murillo family and into the campaign of harassment and threats against other members of CRRP;

· Make the results public and bring the perpetrators to justice;

· Remember the rights of human rights defenders as set in Declarations from the United Nations and the organization of American States.

On several past occasions we have been alarmed and concerned with the same issues of illegal logging and environmental damage.  We have written to Honduran authorities to protest the murder of Carlos Arturo Reyes on July 18, 2003 in Olancho and the January 2003 illegal arrests, torture, and 25 year prison sentences of Marcelino and Leonardo Miranda, active members of COPINH in Lempira Department.

Thank you for your prompt attention to these urgent concerns.

Sincerely,

Brian J. Stefan Szittai, Coordinator
Copies:

Consejo Civico de Organizaciones Populares e Indigenas (COPINH) ~ via fax: 001 504 783 0817



Ambassador Mario Miguel Canahuati ~via fax: 1 202 966 9751



Tom Kelly, Desk Officer for Honduras ~via fax: 1 202 647 2597



Ambassador Larry L. Palmer ~via fax: 011 504 236 9037

UA 188_04 HONDURAS
The following people hereby urge you to take action on this matter as indicated in this letter:
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